Gus the Therapy Dog

Gus was born April 1st 2016.
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Have completed the requirements and have been recorded as a

Pet Therapy Team
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Gus and his certificate







Wilson staff trained
In handling Gus

Mr. Hammerschmidt- Principal
Mrs. Levine-Rankin- School Counselor

Gus will be on a leash at all times unless he is in the office.
Gus will also be wearing his therapy dog vest when he is working.



Canlrun up to Gus?

No, do not run towards Gus-he’ll think it’s play time
and he can play rough!

Walk over to him calmly.

Introduce yourself to Gus by putting your palm of your
hand out for him to greet you first.

No more than 3 people at a time.

Gus knows his commands- sit, shake, stay, lay down.



Can | get out of line to say
“hi”’ to Gus?

e No, do not get out of line to run up to Gus.

e Your teachers are in charge in the hallways.

e It may be exciting to see Gus coming down the hall, but
you have to behave in the halls as you always should.



Can |l pet Gus?

Always ask Gus’s handler for permission before petting him. (“Can | pet
Gus?” or “May | please pet him?”)

Respect his personal space. Hold out the palm of your hand and let him come
to you to sniff your hand. After he’s sniffed you, you may gently pet his
chest, under his chin, and his back. Do not go straight for his head right away
but he does like behind his ears scratched!

Never pull or grab at his ears, feet, face, or tail.

Overall, be calm and gentle. Gus will stay calm if you stay calm.

Keep your visit short so others may also say “Hi”.

Gus loves to give kisses-but he can’t do that when he’s working.



Can |l give Gus a treat?

e No, do not feed Gus anything.

e Gus only eats at his home and cannot have food or
treats at school while he is working unless supervised
in the office as part of a special reward.

e We must respect this rule to help keep Gus healthy and

safe.



THE MENTAL HEALTH BENEFITS

OF THERAPY ANIMALS

W h a t a re « lifts spirits and lessens depression

P « lowers feelings of isolation
t h e b e n e fl ts e €Ncourages communication
« increases socialization
» lessens boredom

Of a t h e ra py « reduces anxiety

« aids children in overcome speech

d o g 7 and emotional disorders
°

» creates motivation to recover

faster
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Gus loves mail!
Feel free to drop him a note or a picture!




Thank you for your wonderful
comments and feedback.

We are grateful for this
opportunity to foster this
program and to continue to
help our students!

Thank you for your support! Gus after a hard days work!



